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Dr. Wes Brown has  spent much of his life as a 
theological educator, helping to train pastors  and 
Christian leaders in the Congo, in Jerusalem, and in 
Central and Eastern Europe, during his  34 years  of 
ministry with American BaptistsÕ International 
Ministries.  He also served as President of the 
American Baptist Seminary of the West in Berkeley, 
CA, (Pastor Rhoden's alma mater) and was the Senior 
Pastor of the First Baptist Church of BakersÞeld, 
California.

His last overseas American Baptist assignment 
with his  wife, Dr. Cheryl A. Brown, a Biblical scholar, 
was in Central and Eastern Europe.  They taught in 
several seminaries  and colleges, and lastly at the 
International Baptist Theological Seminary in Prague, 
Czech Republic, where Wes  was Chaplain and 
professor of Contextual Missiology.  He earned his 
Ph.D. at the University of So. California.

The Browns currently live at Pilgrim Place in 
Claremont, CA, where they are neighbors  of our own 
Dr. Bob Wallace and Mary Hill.

In her own words:  ÒWho am I that you should 
love me so much? My life in Christ began as a child just 
a few short years  after my birth in Clarksdale, 
Mississippi.! Since that time, I have gained greater 
awareness  of the power of that love Ð fully expressed in 
Christ on the cross, but at the same time evolving and 
expanding in all of us  who accept Jesus  as Lord and 
Savior.!  GodÕs faithfulness to me calls me to be faithful 
to God.  What a privilege it is to communion with God. 
Let us  rejoice as God makes the Savior real to us more 
and more each day, especially now.Ó

Dr. White now lives  in Los Angeles  where she 
serves as Associate Pastor at Trinity Baptist Church. !
Dr. White had originally chosen the Þeld of journalism 
and received her Bachelor and Master of Arts degrees 
in preparation for a career in that Þeld.!  However, she 
was feeling a deeper interest in the life of the church 
and following a trip to Jerusalem, she felt God calling 
her into ministry.! Upon her return she resigned her 
position at the Syracuse newspapers and enrolled at 
Union Theological Seminary in New York.!  Dr. White 
received her Master of Divinity in May 2003 and then 
went on to Claremont Graduate University in 
Claremont, California and received her Doctor of 
Philosophy in Religion in May 2009.!In December, 2009, 
she was ordained by Trinity Baptist Church.!
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TOWNSEND UPDATEHOPE-NETÕS ANNUAL ÒTASTE OF LARCHMONTÓ

 You are invited to the Annual 

Taste of Larchmont on Monday, 
August 23  from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.   This 

fun, end-of summer event unites 
neighborhood restaurants, business 

supporters and the local community for 
an evening of good tasting and friendship 

along Larchmont Blvd. (between Beverly Blvd. 
and First Street).  

     By purchasing a ticket(s), you are welcome to visit the participating 
restaurants and a great dessert pavilion, and ÒtasteÓ each restaurantÕs cuisine.  
You can also purchase tickets  for the Taste of Larchmont rafße, which features 
great prizes, such as  a $1,000 cash, or a dinner for two at twelve local 
restaurants.  All for a good cause!

Sponsored by the Larchmont Chronicle  and local businesses, the Taste of 
Larchmont  supports  HOPE-NET, an organization that works to alleviate 
hunger and homelessness in Metro Los Angeles (Mid-Wilshire, Hollywood, 
Koreatown).  HOPE-NETÕs food pantries provide over 500,000 meals to over 
140,000 low income and homeless  persons  annually. HOPE-NET also 
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NEWS SCHEDULE
The next issue  of the First 

Baptist NEWS will be published 
August  16, 2010 and will cover 
services and events through 
August 29, 2010.   Material and 
articles for the August 16th issue 
should arrive in the church ofÞce 
no later than August 4.

Monday, August 23, 2010  Ð 
6:00-9:00 p.m.
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FAMILY MOVIE 
NIGHT

Friday, August 13

6:00 p.m.

Popcorn ¥ hot dogs ¥ 
candy

Join us for a 
fun-Þlled evening!

SAVE THE DATE!

AUGUST 29
ALL-CHURCH 

SUMMER COOK-OUT
at

GrifÞth Park, Crystal Springs

We are surprised to realize that 
it has been 12" years since we 
concluded JohnÕs  ministry with First 
Baptist Church.  We have traveled a 
lot but have felt welcomed by clergy 
and congregation when we have 
been able to attend worship.  We 
had chosen to remain in our Los 
Angeles  home as a base from which 
to enjoy the many cultural oppor-
tunities of the area.  However, after 
35 years  in the same house, we 
have now relocated to the retire-
ment community of Plymouth 
Village, in Redlands, California.  
Familiar neighbors in The Village 
include Jane Wilson, Janet Roberts 
and Lloyd Howard, as  well as JohnÕs 
college and seminary roommate, 
Alton Robertson.  Joe and Cindy 
ReRoulhac live in Redlands, as  well, 
so we already feel at home!

We want you to know that we 
have deep affection for First Baptist, 
and many wonderful memories go 
with us in our hearts.  We hope you 
will visit us  when your travels bring 
you our way.

ÐJohn and Carol Townsend

operates Hope West Apartments, 
offering affordable housing for low-
income families.

Tickets to the Taste of Larch-
mont are $40 each  or you can be a 
HOPE-NET angel and purchase two 
tickets for $100.  Rafße tickets are 
$5 each or 5 for $20.  For 
additional information, or to pur-
chase your tickets, visit Hope-NetÕs 
website at www.hopenetla.org .



BIBLE STUDY 
FELLOWSHIP

2010 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  

In the fall, the Wednesday Bible 
Study Fellowship will walk through 
the book of Exodus.  In prepa-
ration, we are going to explore life 
in Egypt. You will want to put this 
weekly bible study on your calen-
dar:  Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m.

To enhance our study, we will 
take an out ing to v iew the 
Mummies of the World  exhibit at 
the California Science Center on 
Thursday, September 2 nd.  The 
price will be between $25 and $30 
per person, (including parking and 
the Imax movie), depending on 
how many people choose to go.

If you would like to go on this 
trip, we must have your reservation 
in order to conÞrm tickets, so 
please call the church ofÞce or e-
mail fbcla@fbcoßa.org to reserve 
by August 23 rd.
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 8, 2010

9:30 a.m.
Church School Classes for All Ages

11:00 a.m. WORSHIP:

ÒTO KNOW CHRISTÓ
(Please read Philippians 3:7-11 in preparation)

DR. FONTELLA WHITE,  Preaching

    

SUNDAY, AUGUST 15, 2010

9:30 a.m.
Church School Classes for All Ages

11:00 a.m. WORSHIP:

ÒANSWERING THE NEW TESTAMENTÕS 
MOST CRUCIAL QUESTIONÓ

(What is the question?  Who asked it and why?  
Why is it still important?  How did Jesus answer it? 

 How can we answer it today?)

DR. WESLEY H. BROWN, Preaching

T
H

E
 F

IR
S

T
 B

A
P

T
IS

T
 N

E
W

S
!

A
U

G
U

S
T

 2
, 2

01
0

!
P

A
G

E
 4

760 South Westmoreland Avenue
Los Angeles, CA  90005

PERIODICAL


